
INACSL Responds to Proposed ‘Professional Degree’ Reclassification 

The International Nursing Association for Clinical Simulation and Learning (INACSL) 
strongly opposes the Department of Education’s exclusion of nursing from the proposed 
“professional degree” programs. This exclusion ultimately restricts nurses’ access to 
federal graduate loan programs, posing a threat to the nursing workforce, limiting access to 
advanced education for nurses, and directly impacting many of INACSL’s 2,900+ members. 

The proposed federal definition disregards the extensive training, critical thinking and 
clinical competencies required of nurses to deliver safe, high-quality, patient-centered 
care. As simulationists and allied health professionals, our members are dedicated to 
advancing the science of healthcare simulation, and accessibility to advanced education is 
vital to those efforts. 

This reclassification is a hindrance to nurses seeking advanced practice degrees in all 
realms, and serves as an additional obstacle to an already strained profession. 

INACSL supports the recent statement from the American Nurses Association and has 
signed onto their petition. We encourage you to sign and share this petition and continue 
advocating for the support and respect of the nursing profession. 

Sincerely, 

INACSL Board of Directors   

 

https://www.newsweek.com/nursing-not-professional-degree-trump-admin-11079650
https://www.aacnnursing.org/news-data/fact-sheets/nursing-shortage
https://4zb7nniab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001QV5ymuKGlDHSEdK3INozdQAFgeQPblmxnv6_sh1fjgppiQeJBMbcYPJDXip7JcIH1Rrj-RDn_rhMX0fqxIdWReZrLL_PassEUH8cDq3ZgZ-D_18GeiH4eTOBkaSIoerxswcKm6_jzn948TGMvrt-nDnWBK-kxUn1ymnZaPyuwMmHi9cKZujLVcBzqqEGKOzbAXBpqdl46Mno3LIAFXRSOvjSq4BouxdVkHQC_c4hwpDFkIjN7yELPY-gFk2JaK-F-NhCCs-qt32o5nSoYQGdZPsG3zRClc4EaEvvHQe6pWE_nBTyKqU6tJO45l7yFFjy&c=yAeInp3KeW_d3AMdJGoqEOxyuYsdd0AA0Uy0jmB2oQlDCP_Lz94qbA==&ch=PSIiwSEtJ6ClMt0vvWbnzUSiOROETHq1wEFHhgPDh4wQK2ssYfZIEg==
https://4zb7nniab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001QV5ymuKGlDHSEdK3INozdQAFgeQPblmxnv6_sh1fjgppiQeJBMbcYPJDXip7JcIHFIvFAM20CvonFjFPrCtPB8T9qz2iaRdmYQfpUQZrmF3sB42AKhKKBuLDCqe-UKD4k7SdeFaJvuTjkt-wfTsdxwVDP3X0-ungbBwm1s8Ho7IHuGEEWw99CyVeucJQ6d5fDitkO7XSKGk=&c=yAeInp3KeW_d3AMdJGoqEOxyuYsdd0AA0Uy0jmB2oQlDCP_Lz94qbA==&ch=PSIiwSEtJ6ClMt0vvWbnzUSiOROETHq1wEFHhgPDh4wQK2ssYfZIEg==

